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Former naval officer recalls 
lucky escape in Falklands
A parish council chairman 
has recalled how he narrowly 
escaped death as a young naval 
serviceman during the Falklands 
War.

This year marks the 40th 
anniversary of the conflict 
between Britain and Argentina 
over the sovereignty of the 
islands.

The ship that Kevin Fincher, 
who chairs Norton-juxta-
Kempsey Parish Council, was a 
crewman on was hit by a bomb 
which passed straight through 
the vessel but did not explode on 
May 12, 1982.

He acknowledges he is “lucky 
to be alive today”, four decades 
on from the fighting.

Mr Fincher eventually rose to 
the rank of Commander before 
leaving the Royal Navy in 2018.

He joined the Royal Navy in 
1980 “to see the world”, joining 
his first ship, HMS Dido after 
qualifying as a Seaman (Radar 
Operator).

In 1982 his vessel was in 
Gibraltar with 16 other warships, 
about to take part in an exercise.

He explained: “Overnight on 
April 1, there was a buzz in the 
ship, and as April 2 dawned, I 
was summoned to the Master 
at Arms office and told to pack 
my kit.

“I was being transferred to 
HMS Glasgow, a Type 42 Anti-air 
warfare Destroyer.”

The ship travelled 8,000 miles 
to the Total Exclusion Zone 
established round the Falkland 
Islands, remaining there with 
two other T42s, Sheffield and 
Coventry, protecting the rest of 
the Task Force.

The Sheffield was hit by an 
Exocet missile on May 4, with 20 
of the crew killed and 26 injured.

The ship sank under tow six 
days later and is now a war grave.

The Glasgow had been paired 
with HMS Brilliant to go inshore 
and conduct Naval Gunfire 
Support (NGS).

HMS Coventry had been 
paired with HMS Broadsword 
and the ships alternated to 
provide 24-hour bombardment.

Mr Fincher said: “On May 12 
at 11am we were on the gunline 

n HMS Glasgow returning to the UK following action in the Falklands n Kevin Fincher in naval uniform
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